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         WASHINGTON – Congressman John W. Olver (1st District) announced today that the U.S. Department of Homeland Security has awarded a total of $71,805 to two fire departments in central Massachusetts for crucial equipment upgrades.

         The Westminster Fire Department received $44,822 to update its radio communication system and the Oakham Fire Department received $26,983 to purchase training materials.

         "Being properly trained and equipped is crucial for the firefighters who risk their lives for our safety," Olver said. "I am pleased that this funding will help these small town fire departments improve their capacity to respond effectively and efficiently to emergencies."

         These grants were awarded through the 2003 Assistance to Firefighters Grant Program, a program of the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA). FEMA is an agency within the U.S. Department of Homeland Security.

         This funding will allow Westminster to implement the next phase in its plan to update its radio communications system. Due to the topography of the area, as well as the number of steel and concrete buildings, the department's old radios and pagers did not always function to their optimal capacity. A state grant of $21,000 allowed the department to initiate the upgrade by purchasing a base and central repeater system. This federal grant will allow the department to purchase additional radios and pagers.

         The Oakham Fire Department will use its grant to purchase training materials, including a laptop computer, projector, screen, Firefighter I &amp; II training manuals, and additional VHS/DVD training videos.

         These fire departments were part of 559 departments across the country to receive funding under the latest disbursement of the 2003 Assistance to Firefighter Grant program. The program awards one-year grants directly to local fire departments, enhancing their abilities to respond to fire and fire-related hazards in their communities. To date, more than 3,600 fire departments have received more than $243 million of direct assistance. Fire departments receiving the awards represent a cross section of the nation?s fire service, including those from urban, suburban and rural areas as well as those made up of paid and volunteer firefighters and those that are a combination of both.

         ###

         For more information, contact Chief Brenton MacAloney at the Westminster Fire Department at 978-874-2313, or Chief Tom McCaffrey at the Oakham Fire Department at 508-882-5555.

         For more information on the Assistance to Firefighters Grant program, please visit www.usfa.fema.gov.
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